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Uniform Shop
Times
Tues—Friday mornings
7:30—8:15
Tues afternoons
12—14:45

Dear parents
Welcome to Bellavista 2019
Greetings to the 2019 school year! On behalf of the staff, the Parents Association and the Board of
Governors, a warm welcome to all the new parents and children who are joining the Bellavista family.
A special welcome to new staff joining our school this year – Miss Elizabeth Ramadikela in Grade
Two, Mrs Anna Tyranes (HOD Speech-Language), Miss Shani Lasarow, Kian Ainley (IT support
intern) and Mrs Dani Hassall (S.H.A.R.E. Administrator). Each new member of staff comes with a
wealth of diverse experience that will enrich our children’s lives and help them be the best they can
be.
To all our new parents, welcome. Parent engagement is key to our success. Our dynamic
Parents Association is capably steered by Mrs Justine Rubin
(PA@bellavistaschool.co.za).
Our collaborative campaign is “The Power of One”. You will come to hear this phrase
often. What is the ONE thing YOU could do for this school?
Last but not least, welcome to the little people, the children of Bellavista School. We are eager to hear
your stories of the holidays and to settle you in to the new routine of the year. We have action packed
weeks ahead with a concert, sports days and new things to learn.

New installations
Thank you to the PA of 2018 for the fabulous new climbing and
outdoor play equipment in the Junior Playground. This upgrade was very due and it was well worth waiting for!

Practical matters as we kick start the year
Getting up and running 2019
Following the burglary sustained in December, we are getting all of our network up and running. There may be
teething issues for the telecoms and network as the number of users return. The school’s iPad Lab, senior
classroom, library and computer centre devices will arrive, we hope, by end January. Please be patient in this
regard.
Timetables: new innovations
Breaks
We continue with four breaks in the day. Two for free activity, one short session for a quick snack and one short
session for a brain break.
Sport
Spurred on by the imperative to ensure that our children have healthy bodies for a healthy mind, we have
structured our day a little differently this term:

Cocurricular activities will happen earlier in the day and not just at the end, and three times a week.

These sessions will appear as “Sport and Vitality” or “Move” on the timetable.

They remain on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays so the children will be in sports attire and no
changing is required.

Match fixtures remain on Wednesday afternoons.

The children will continue to choose their preferred activity for the term, as they always have done. They
will do this in class, with their teacher, this week.

The choices are tennis, archery, cross country, cricket, softball, basketball, yoga, choir, drama.

Golf continues on a Friday afternoon as an elective (spaces are limited).

Robotics Club is by invitation for boys and girls in grades 6 and 7, by invitation.
The changes have given us opportunity to increase the number of coaches we deploy and get maximum team
play and drills in place. We hope that this will lead to better game play for the teams.
The Collab and Collapsed weeks
The library and computer centre areas were last year transformed into a multimedia, multi purpose, open venue
to accommodate inquiry based learning projects. Each term, for one full week, your child and the class will
enjoy the exhilaration of learning in a ‘collapsed week’. In that week, the timetable ‘collapses’: Mathematics and
Reading lessons continue, then the balance of the day is spent with investigation, collaboration, learning and
presentation of new knowledge or understanding. The teachers will prompt you ahead of the time and keep you
up to speed. All reference materials and digital skills required to demonstrate understanding will be handled in
these sessions, and not in stereotypical library or computer lessons. In these weeks, there will be Music, Art
and Drama exposure as part of the explorations.
Weekly library book accessioning
The teachers in the classrooms will do the weekly library book exchange with your child, exposing them to
different genres and you to the Paired Reading approach.
Test Sessions
Grades Four to Seven will not write ‘cycle tests’ at a set time on a given day. Rather, the term’s main assessment will happen within the week, in class, with the teacher assessing. The change is to facilitate reduced
anxiety for the children who get quite worked up for ‘cycle test day’, a concept overly magnified, perhaps. The
test schedule will be communicated to you per grade. Exam routines in each grade continue as always as we
prepare the children for mainstream high schooling demands.

Communication lowdown

Please note, newsletters from myself follow monthly. “Head’s Up” notices from Mrs Miriam Wilder, Dean
of School, will arrive in your inbox weekly, highlighting the key communications of a given week.


Each teacher and therapist has an email address: firstname.surname@bellavistaschool.co.za.
Remember, whilst email is quick and easy, it doesn’t replace the relational value of a face-to-face
conversation! Emails will not necessarily be attended to immediately but within 24-36 hours is our goal.



Bellavista sends out news, photos and encouragement on the Facebook page- pop online and “like” our
page to stay in touch.



The Bellavista School app is your information mainstay – on it you can access the calendar, uniform lists,
school times, the Head’s Up notices and the newsletters. Please download off the Google ~Play Store or
Apple Store online. It’s free and very light in data.



If you provide your child with 3G access on any device, you are required to complete a letter confirming
your responsibility as a parent to monitor your child’s online activity. A letter to this effect is included in the
Agenda Book (Gr4-7). Phones are actively discouraged. If a child has a phone, it is to be handed in to the
office and redeemed at the end of the day. No phones may be used in the vicinity of the school gate so as
to reduce security risks there.



Whatsapp groups set up in the parent body by the class mum should be used respectfully and not for
everyday ‘chit chat’. These forums can be a powerful tool of community organisation and the
dissemination of critical information, but banter intrudes.



In Grades R-3, the children have a school issue ‘Communication Book’ for day-to-day matters pertaining
to homework etc.



In Grades 4-7, we teach the children to use an ‘Agenda Book’ and Google Classroom to organise their
lives. This in addition to encouraging e-diaries and to do lists/ photographs of the homework board.

Parent Orientation Evening
Our Parent Orientation Evening is the ideal way to meet the staff at Bellavista, especially your child’s class
teacher. Please diarise 18h00 on Monday 21st January for this important contact time. After a short welcome in
the hall, we move to the classrooms to get the ‘low down’ on the nuts and bolts of the school day in that grade.
We are fortunate to have Luke Lamprecht address us as parents and teachers between 19h00 and 20h00 in the
hall. Luke Lamprecht is a Child Protection and Development Specialist completing his MSc in Neurodevelopment at Wits within the Departments of Paediatrics and Pathology. He has worked in the NPO field for 24 years
and is currently a director at Lefika La Phodiso: The Art Therapy Centre and Fight With Insight: Hillbrow Boxing
re-Evolution Life Gym at the Children’s Memorial Institute. He convenes the Johannesburg Child Advocacy
Forum and supervises Women and Men Against Child Abuse’s Alexandra Victim Empowerment Programme
service. He also consults on child protection issues for WMACA, the Shaken and Abused Baby Initiative and
previously worked for the Teddy Bear Clinic, Johannesburg Child Welfare, Childline, Bigshoes and
Johannesburg Parent and Child Counseling Centre. He is an amateur boxer and life skills/style coach and
fitness instructor.

Luke will be talking to us about Cyber Safety and your child. It applies to all ages.
DO NOT MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY.
Closing times
Please note the full day commences as of Thursday 17th January and children in grades 3—7 will finish at 3pm.
The Bellavista App has all the school times for your convenience.

Calendar
A school calendar for the first term is available already on the Bellavista School app. Please diarise important
events. Please endeavour to plan all holidays etc. around the school term dates. EVERY DAY counts at
Bellavista. If we are to see the progress we desire, it starts with contact time with your child! Our
community is very diverse and we attempt to distribute the activities evenly over Saturdays and Sundays to
accommodate all.
Uniforms
Please consult the webpage: www.bellavista.org.za/uniforms for the updated list describing the schools dress
code for formal and sport wear.
Coming and going
A reminder that the obligatory gate for collecting and dropping your child is on Wingfield Avenue. The system in
the morning, and each afternoon, is strictly a ONE WAY system. Further, the road is narrow and, in the interest
of the safety of every child, I must urge drivers to be courteous and mindful of other road users and our
neighbours. Please drive slowly, don’t double park and walk a few meters if the road is congested. Please do
not obstruct the school driveway or the access of any residential property, even for a ’quick drop off’. Our staff
at the gate are often confronted by rude behavior that can be metered out in moments of traffic frustration.
These are the people who work to look out for your child and courtesy towards them is appreciated, be that staff
member a guard, groundsman or teacher.
Please have your child at school by 07h30 to be settled and ready for line up at 07h40. In the interest of safety,
the children may not enter through the main traffic gate but rather through the pedestrian gate. They should
then follow the boundary up to the main school building. Parents are reminded to ‘drop and go’: say a warm,
loving goodbye, remind your child where you will meet them at the end of the day and wave farewell. The
quicker you instill this independence in your child, the better for his/her growth and development. Teachers are
in the classrooms to assist you if separation is problematic.

.

Textbooks and stationery
You should have equipped your child with all stationery before the first day. Exercise books and workbooks that
are additional textbooks have been ordered for you and will be invoiced on your school fee account. Please be
sure to make manual payment on receipt of the statement if you paid your fees upfront. The general textbooks
and some equipment are available at the Uniform Shop at school.

Has anything changed from your side?
If anything has changed on your contact details or pertaining to your residential address, contact numbers or
emergency contact numbers, please remember to let us know. This is an imperative and a priority. For
changes, send an email to: secretary@bellavistaschool.co.za. Of importance too, if we are carrying any
medication for your child e.g. anti-histamines, please drop by the office at some point to check that the stock
has not expired! The onus is on the parent.
Front Office changes
Percy Thipe is now the Front Office Manager – he will man the reception and see to your needs. Cindy Ebersey
is PA to Miriam Wilder and Theresa Garden to myself, if you have any matters that requires our respective
attention.
Enjoy the term!
Alison M Scott (Mrs)
Executive Principal

