
  

 

26th August  2020 

 

Continued Integration of School during Lockdown Level Two: Practical Arrangements 

 

Welcome back to the third term! Ahead of returning to the third term on Monday, when a further 

newsletter will follow, herewith some nuts and bolts about our plans. This so that you can make 

your arrangements at home accordingly. 

 

Where are we now? 

 

• We return to school on Level Two of the national lockdown as recently announced. 

• The Department of Education has not yet released related regulation amendments, and 

we continue therefore with the Schools Reopening Directive (GN 343 in Government 

Gazette 43465 as amended). 

• COVID-19 statistics are reflecting a positive trend away from the peak rate of infections 

nationally at this point. 

• Gauteng Province still has 28 151 active cases (25 August 2020), clearly indicating that 

vigilance on campus ought to remain high and all protocols related to management of the 

health and safety conditions in terms of the COVID-19 risks will continue. 

• Further peaks are anticipated in the next 18 - 24 months.   
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Uncertainty remains the ongoing certainty in our world today, and we still have a way to go. The 

parents of Bellavista School have been extraordinary in a spirit of community, support and 

cooperation through the entire experience to date. The staff likewise. Let’s keep this school-home 

relationship strong as we seek to minimise impact of this whole crisis on our children, together.  

 

Our plans and preparations 

35 Wingfield Avenue is ready to receive our young charges! 

• In the first two weeks of August, our amazing support staff set to work on a deep, 

comprehensive clean of the school property. 

• The campus has been closed since 15 August 2020, bar access to the office for key and 

critical staff, to ensure that it remains decontaminated ahead of our whole school return 

on Monday, 31 August. 

 

It is the school’s intention to continue with our plan for reintegration through the balance of the 

2020 academic year. We will continue to gradually shift the balance of the blended learning model 

to be more onsite than online, but keep both modalities going. To ensure the rigor of therapy as 

well as learning, we intend to engage synchronous and asynchronous learning activities at home 

in the afternoons, in the form of teletherapy or the flipped classroom. 

 

Stretching the opening and closing times 
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Confident in our protocols, and in identifying the benefits of the children having social 

opportunities and contact time with therapists and teachers through the lockdown, we have 

extended the school day in most grades as follows: 

 

Reintegration in Foundation Phase September 2020 

GRADE R  31 August Arrival time: 08h00 

Collection time: 12h00 

  Asynchronous work continues at home after 

13h00. Therapy may be in person or per 

telepractice per individual arrangements 

GRADE 1 
 

31 August Arrival time:  08h15 

Collection time: 13h00 

Asynchronous work continues at home after 

13h00. Therapy may be in person or per 

telepractice per individual arrangements. 

GRADE 2 31 August Arrival time: 08h15 

Collection time: 12h45 

Asynchronous work continues at home after 

13h00. Therapy may be in person or per 

telepractice per individual arrangements  

GRADE 3 31 August Arrival time: 08h15 

Collection time: 13h00 

Asynchronous work continues at home after 

14h00. Therapy may be in person or per 

telepractice per individual arrangements 

GRADE 4 

 

31 August Arrival time: 08h15 

Collection time: 13h30 

Asynchronous work continues at home after 

14h30. Therapy may be in person or per 

telepractice per individual arrangements 

GRADE 5  31 August Arrival time: 08h00 

Collection time: 13h30 

Asynchronous work continues at home after 

14h00. Therapy may be in person or per 

telepractice per individual arrangements 

GRADE 6  31 August Arrival time: 08h30 

Collection time: 14h00 

(Fri 13h30) 

Asynchronous work continues at home after 

14h30. Therapy may be in person or per 

telepractice per individual arrangements 

GRADE 7 31 August Arrival time: 08h15 

Collection time: 14h15 

(Fri 13h30) 

Asynchronous work continues at home after 

14h30. Therapy may be in person or per 

telepractice per individual arrangements 
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Opportunities ahead 

• The warmer weather creates opportunities for increased ventilation as well as use of 

outdoor classroom activities.  

• We are able to rotate the children through their venues and activities whilst keeping the 

required social distancing measures. In the Foundation Phase, the children will work in 

rotating groups of less than 7. In the senior grades, the children are accommodated in 

seating with space of more than 1,5m.  

• In grades R-3, the children will work in rotations, attending time in class and also Speech-

Language Therapy and Occupational Therapy daily in their small groups. This, together 

with the telepractice where applicable, substantially increases the opportunities for 

intervention for them. The class teachers will share more details of the class programme 

next week. 

• All the children will have small group personal training for sport. 

• We will be introducing more Arts and Culture curriculum across all age groups. 

What won’t change 

• The gate entry and exit points remain the same for every child. 

• Drop off screening and sanitisation procedures continue. 

• The hall and other communal gathering spaces remain closed, as does the tuckshop. 

• Each child to have a brown bag lunch only.  

• No lockers or school bags will be used. 

• No books, stationery, or equipment, except a laptop or iPad/ tablet device can move 

between home and school. These can have a protective sleeve or bag. 

• The cleaning routines remain high in frequency and products used are specified for the 

nature of the sanitisation we need. 

• There can be no external visitors yet, and we will see parents and other stakeholders over 

Zoom. 

• We continue without team sports for now, but we will be working on athletics as we return. 

• If your child has co-morbidities and you are under advice to keep him or her home, we will 

continue with the full online, remote learning support by individual arrangement in small 

groups.  
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• Should your child or your family test positive for COVID-19 or be in contact and so placed 

in quarantine at any point, the transition to full online, remote learning support remains 

available and seamless in its activation. 

• The school’s protocol for ensuring occupational health and safety in terms of COVID-19 

is comprehensive and loaded to the website (https://bellavista.org.za/admin-for-parents/) 

for your reference and comfort. It will be adapted and updated from time to time,-+ as 

necessary.  

 

Your responsibility towards our collective health remains: 

• FIRST THING EVERY DAY, you will hop onto the Bellavista School app and make a 

health declaration on behalf of your child, including a temperature reading. Be mindful 

about the questions, even though you might be fatigued by these.  

• The information that you capture will be pulled through to a daily report for all attendees 

on the property. 

• Temperature readings daily at home will help you navigate what your child’s normal 

temperature ranges are. 

• Do not bring your child if you see a raised temperature or other symptoms of illness. 

• The school must exclude your child on a day that he or she is unwell (with any illness). In 

these instances, alert the teacher and let him/ her know that your child will be online not 

on site while you monitor the symptoms. 

• If your contact or wellness status changes, please alert  

theresa.garden@bellavistaschool.co.za or covid@bellavistaschool.co.za immediately. 

• If you or any member of your family is advised to test, please step into immediate 

quarantine until the test results are received. Please do not send your child to school if a 

member of your household has gone or intends going for testing. 

 

Uniforms and PPE 

• Masks remain mandatory.  

• We will not issue or prescribe a specific mask. All we require is that the mask is cloth, dual 

layered, washed and ironed daily and worn. Any colour and style is acceptable, provided 

there is no profanity or potentially offensive markings at all. No vents are allowable. 

• We will have emergency masks at school if your child’s mask gets wet or dirty. 

• Shields do not replace masks under the regulations provided to schools.  

https://bellavista.org.za/admin-for-parents/
mailto:theresa.garden@bellavistaschool.co.za
mailto:covid@bellavistaschool.co.za
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• Uniforms are required but these must be washed daily. As the children return, they can 

wear summer or winter sports clothing. After 23 September 2020, we will be in full 

summer uniform with the Monday/Friday formal and Tuesday/Wednesday/ 

Thursday sport uniform protocols. 

 

We return to the promise of Spring with some hope in our hearts, but with no blinkers on. All of 

us, at home and at school, must be vigilant and sensible, taking responsibility to keep safe on 

every level. The pandemic is far from over, even if the intensity feels lessened. It is our joint 

responsibility to stay well as we move forward, together. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Alison Scott 

Executive Principal 

26 August 2020 


