
Heads Up
- the nuts and bolts for the week -

2

Dear parents

Holiday fun 

In April, Google Classrooms were set up as Holiday Clubs to offer some 
constructive suggestions for the kids at home. 

General Holiday Clubs

• Participation is entirely voluntary and can be as regular as you 
please. 

• There is no overt supervision in the classrooms and you should 
ensure that your child’s access to any internet is monitored.

• Grade 4-7 Classroom Code: 6tbzbf6 (link goes live on 3 August)

• Grade R-3 Classroom Code: rakrzca (link goes live on 3 August)

Minecraft Clubs: Grades 5-7 only

• Based on a first come first served basis.

• Please email Cameron.Doyle@bellavistaschool.co.za on your 
child’s Bellavista email address if he/she is eager.

• This is a supervised activity at set times.

• A strict protocol for online behaviour over the Minecraft Education 

gaming platform is in place and adherence is non-negotiable.

Virtual Reading and Cognitive Education Programmes

Through the school closure period, particularly for children in South 

Africa who have not had access to instruction in their schools or who are 

in need of reading intervention, Bellavista S.H.A.R.E. has run two virtual 

intervention programmes online, with experienced therapists trained by 

or previously employed by Bellavista School. If you are interested in 
supporting your child through August, please see 
https://www.bellavistashareonline.org.za/course/index.php?categoryid=16. 

Your child’s access to Reading Eggs, Maths Seeds and Mathletics 

(platform depending on grade) remains open and you are encouraged to 

facilitate access 2-3 times a week, just to brush up on automaticity of 

number facts and sound awareness. Don’t make the sessions extended 

or arduous- stay with the ‘games’ embedded in the programmes.

If you need courage

Bellavista S.H.A.R.E. flighted a COVD-19 series, looking at: managing 

the child with ADHD or ASD in the lockdown; stress and anxiety and how 

it plays out in the home; and managing shared parenting in a divorced 

home through this time. The webinars were insightful and well 

subscribed. Recordings are available if you feel you may still enjoy the 

input: 
https://www.bellavistashareonline.org.za/course/index.php?categoryid=20
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Stephen McGown

Stephen McGown was held by an Al Qaeda-affiliated group in the Sahara 

desert in northern Mali for almost six years. He was kidnapped in Timbuktu, 

whilst traveling on a motorbike from London to South Africa to return home 

after a seven-year working stint. The plan was to meet his wife, Catherine 

back home; however, Stephen was kidnapped, along with a Dutch national 

and Swedish national on 25 November 2011. Stephen’s talk is a story about 

resilience and the overcoming of adversity. Stephen wants to share his 

message of making the most of all situations, whether good or bad. Even 

though his story is far removed from the reality of most people’s lives, the 

essence of his struggle is relatable and will inspire you to be the best you 

can be. His talk singularly put wind under the staff sails in early July. 

Stephen will tell his story through a video recording and be available for a 

live Q&A webinar on Wednesday 02 September @ 19h00 - 20h30 SAST. 

Book your place here: 

https://www.bellavistashareonline.org.za/course/index.php?categoryid=20

Friday 31st July

We are here in our final week of the term. On Friday, all going to plan, we do 

expect the children to be at school if they are attending on campus, even if 

only until 10h00. If your child is self isolating, your child’s teacher will share 

a Zoom code for our term end assembly, which will be a webinar over 

Zoom. 

On Friday, the children at school will receive their 2019 school magazine. If 

you paid for one, and your child is not at school, we will make arrangements

for you to collect from the gate next week.

We have endured! School re-opens on 31 August 2020 for the Third Term. 

Knowing that as time evolves, anything can happen in this pandemic, we 

intend communicating detail of that resumption in the week prior, per email. 

Until then, staff have been asked to take good rest. The property is to be 

deep cleaned next week and after 17th August will be completely closed. 

Inboxes will only be checked intermittently. 

Sincerely

Alison Scott

Executive Principal
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