
 

To seek deep, personal value in learning experiences that energises     
thinking and behaviour and leads to greater commitment and success. If I 

use the Tool of Feeling of Challenge then I will find new learning             
experiences exciting and rewarding. 

Dear parents 

 

 

 

Poppies and promise 
“These too are of a burning 
colour–not orange, not gold, 
but if pure gold were liquid and 
could raise a cream, that    
golden cream might be like the 
colour of the poppies.” 
 
~ John Steinbeck 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This week, while screening for entry at the gate on morning, Rosemary bounced in and thrust a bunch 
of poppies towards me. “For you,” she said, “they represent our heritage.”  Her kind gesture and    
powerful statement had me thinking all weekend, about poppies and about promise. 
 

Poppies are curious flowers. Strong statements of simplicity, simultaneously sending signals of 
strength. They inspire and provoke all manner of writings, poems, statements, speeches, faith       
messages. Of the plethora, I thought of a few to share with our Bellavista poppies. 
 
“Never be afraid to be a poppy in a field of daffodils.” ~ Michaela DePrince 
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This week, many of the high schools held their final awards presentation events, their formal farewell to         
matriculants. Usually, there is opportunity for me to attend these assemblies, but in this year audience           
parameters were different. Nonetheless, I received photos, voice notes and messages from parents and the 
children. Our alumni were publicly acknowledged, each according to their own achievements, for their grit and 
determination, their exceptional academic attainment in taking top positions in their schools, for their good    
character. I felt the vicarious pride that loco parentis affords me for “our Bellavista kids”. These young men and 
women learned to be a poppy in a field of daffodils; all flowers are wonderful, but some are uniquely so. 
 
“I survived, carried on, glad to be like a weed, a wild red poppy, rooted in life.” 
~ Marilyn Buck 
 
As good timing would have it, a past pupil, now in Grade Eight at a boys school nearby, popped in to see me 
late one afternoon last week. He came to share his high school journey, how he actually loved the online     
learning but was glad to be back at school. He’d made the first rugby team, albeit he never saw a game this 
season. He scrolled through the school’s learner management system, showing me his marks. His aggregate 
fell comfortably in the mid-late 80 percentile. In some subjects, he knew exactly what question kept him at 97% 
and 98% attainment. I hope for great things for the children, each their own, but this blew me away. I asked him 
what he thought it was that was propelling him to such heights now. Sheepishly, he apologised for not, perhaps, 
expressing enough appreciation for Bellavista when he was here. His take thereafter was that he had arrived 
crushed and left equipped and strong, rooted in what Bellavista taught him about himself “and other stuff”. He 
was careful to explain that he no longer needed the CEA tools, they were simply part of who he is and how he 
functions. My heart sang! 
 
“Of all the wonderful things in the wonderful universe of God, nothing seems to me more surprising than the 
planting of a seed in the blank earth and the result thereof. Take that Poppy seed, for instance: it lies in your 
palm, the merest atom of matter, hardly visible, a speck, a pin’s point in bulk, but within it is imprisoned a spirit 
of beauty ineffable, which will break its bonds and emerge from the dark ground and blossom in a splendour so 
dazzling as to baffle all powers of description.” 
~ Celia Thaxter 
 
Many of our children are tall poppies a little cut down or crushed. Not by intention, but by a system that is not 
equipped with the agility to adapt and change to gently raise the child within. As I engage the Grade Sevens of 
2020, a year of immense disruption, I remark on their individual growth, grit, and resilience. They have risen to 
the challenge and are ready for the next. Most have actualised, some are opening those brightly coloured buds. 
By term end we will have a proud and meaningful final assembly of our own, and they will stand tall and         
positioned to leave. To them I add, 
 
“When you go for a walk, take seeds with you, poppies, rainbow chard, rocket. Plant them among the weeds in 
patches of wasteland. See what happens.” 
– Tom Hodgkinson 
 
I participate in various case conferences and discussions on each child’s progress and next direction. When we 
heard school must close and the time frame was indefinite, our primary goals as a team were: connection and 
determination that this pandemic will not disadvantage our children further. So far, we have succeeded, albeit 
there is much to do ahead. To our staff, I say, 
 
“The man is a success who has lived well, laughed often, and loved much; who has gained the respect of          
intelligent men and the love of children; who has filled his niche and accomplished his task; who leaves the 
world better than he found it, whether by an improved poppy, a perfect poem, or a rescued soul; who never 
lacked appreciation of earth’s beauty or failed to express it; who looked for the best in others and gave the best 
he had.” 
 ~ Robert Louis Stevenson 
 
Last, but not least, I go back to Rosemary’s kind gesture and her deeply insightful comment. I look at our body 
of teachers, parents and therapists and I see marigolds. I look at the children, and I see poppies, flooding their 
field. Bellavista School is their heritage. The fact that the school is planted in South Africa, affords them an    
organisation who can function independently against a policy framework that offers permission to deviate and 
support a child, in a model such as ours. I say it in this context, as I say it everywhere, 
 

‘#speakSAup.” 
 
 



 

2020 brought unanticipated change our way and 2021 will be no different. Some we can anticipate and some we 

simply expect but can’t control. Change brings an impetus that can benefit the children directly, now and into their 

future, if we use it well. As a community organisation with a rich legacy, we will always honour the past and our 

learnings and every person or initiative who has contributed towards excellence. 

 

Sharing with you 

Miriam wilder, Lauren Davis and Alison Scott recently participated in a podcast with WP Wahl and the Institute for 

the Advancement of Cognitive Education. Listen here: https://www.podbean.com/ew/pb-seue2-e22ca0  

 

Some operational information to bring to your attention: 

 

Calendar 2021 

The 2021 calendar is published to our website and attached. Only on Thursday did government release their dates 

and many independent schools have taken up varying dates. Of course, any pandemic interruptions may affect 

dates, and the right to change is reserved. That said, we were able to keep our dates this year and our planning for 

the new year is as outlined in the calendar. We have elected to stay with the three term calendar aligned with our 

closest neighbour schools. 

 

School fee payment option 2021:  

The school fee adjustment for 2021 was announced on 31 August, and the letter to this effect will be emailed to you 

shortly. 

 

This week, you will be emailed an Adobe Sign document securely locked and set up for e-signature verification. 

The document must be signed by the parent responsible for school fees. It should be completed and submitted on 

e-format before 15 October 2020. 

 

Textbooks and devices 2021 

You should have received your stationery and textbooks lists available for your convenience via the Uniform Shop. 

 

In terms of device needs for your child next year, the letter sent earlier in the term is attached again. If you have 

questions, please do reach out via Theresa Garden on secretary@bellavistaschool.co.za who can connect you with 

the right person to respond. 

 

COVID COMMS 

As we continuously continue with our reintegration plan, please note that there has been no further gazette from the 

Department of Education, but  some draft guidelines. Very little changes for schools, bar some conditions of service 

for staff with co-morbidities and also employment and testing. Therefore, we continue with the mandatory require-

ments for sanitising, visitors on site, social distancing (mask on, 1,5m eating and short breathe resting with mask 

off), self quarantine requirements when at risk and limited social gathering. 

 

Uniforms 

Our position in June was to gradually return to norms and conventions that are appropriate and safe. One of these 

is uniform. All children are now expected to wear the summer uniform dress code.  

 

Professor Venter 

19th — 30th October.  Bookings—cindy.ebersey@bellavistaschool.co.za 
 

Staff 

In November, Amy Raines returns from maternity leave. This will not impact on any child’s therapist allocation, but 

Amy will likely assist with completing annual assessments where appropriate. We congratulate Mrs Romy Genende 

on the expectation of her first baby in February 2021.  

 

Miss Heather Allis is relocating to Canada over December and it is certainly our loss. We wish her well in her     

planning and her move, and we will thank her in due course. 

 

 

https://www.podbean.com/ew/pb-seue2-e22ca0
mailto:secretary@bellavistaschool.co.za


 

Several treasured staff are due for retirement this year. We are pleased that, whilst this contractual process is    

underway, most have agreed to continue their involvement in 2021 in some form. There is great wealth and        

experience among them.  

 

Looking forward 

 

"A sea captain when he stands upon the bridge, or looks out from his deck-house, thinks much about God 

and about the world. Away in the valley yonder among the corn and the poppies, men may well forget all 

things except the warmth of the sun upon the face, and the kind shadow under the hedge; but he who          

journeys through storm and darkness must needs think and think." 

 ~ William Butler Yeats 

We have many learnings from the  past six months already, and many learnings ahead. It  is commonly accepted 

that the pandemic we live through is only one of a series of disruptions. As a school who values cognitive            

development, we will continue to “think and think” as Yeats puts it. We will think together. It is this last statement,  

“together”, that brings me to the word “promise”. Between us, the children, staff and parents of the school embody 

hope and a view to a brighter future. This is our promise. 

Enjoy the week 

Alison M Scott 

Executive Principal 
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Tutor/Extra Lessons 

Camille Behrens is a substitute teacher, tutor and Bellavista scribe. She is offering to tutor in the afternoons. Recommended  

Gr 4 - 7 in all subjects. Optional extra lessons (including Gr 1-3) in creative writing, art, technology and science.  

Email cammiezoe@gmail.com for her resume 

 

4-Bedroom house available for rental in Birdhaven: 

 

Details 

•Tracy-Leigh and Paul Thompson 

•Tracy-leigh@sgrfinance.co.za / paul.thompson@standardbank.co.za 

•Tracy 0767254375 / Paul 0822667421 

  

Barmitzvah Lessons: 

  

•Barmitzvah lessons tailored to your child’s Hebrew knowledge 

•Lessons can include learning to read and write Hebrew from scratch  

•Barmitzvah lessons taught in the comfort of your home by a professional tutor  

•Lessons are conducted one-on-one in a fun and meaningful way  

•Qualified to teach children with special learning requirements.  

 

Contact Cantor Eric Wener  :  0827830244 

Advertisements 
Disclaimer: Ads placed in this newsletter are placed as a community service and Bellavista School does not necessarily know nor endorse the provider. 

 




