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Never say never 

 

“Never say never” rolls off the tongue as a vague kind of commitment to believing for a positive 

outcome. It offers a loose sort of hope, wherein the speaker likely knows that he or she won’t 

be around to see if the statement of faith actualises or not, and therefore can quite glibly move 

on in the conversation to avert the discomfort of doubt.  

 

In the context of a developing child with barriers to learning in a mainstream environment, we 

ask, what is faith? Faith is confidence in what we do not see and assurance of what we hope 

for. To build faith, we need substance, evidence perhaps, that the hopes are reasonable. 

Schools are brokers in hope. It is the privileged job of the school to bring to the parent, 

strategies and avenues that believe in and accelerate learning propensity in every child. 

Parents bring optimism. The primary source of the belief required sits deep in the heart and 

mind of the primary caregivers. 

 

Why this ‘lesson’ in semantics? Well, today, I wish to share with you, the parents at Bellavista 

School, some stories of our alumni who matriculated in 2020. The purpose of sharing is to 

impart hope, to give you courage and to deepen your faith in the potential of your child. It goes 

without saying, that every child is unique, every journey different and no two outcomes 

comparable. What is not easily represented in the testimonials, is the endurance and grit 

involved; this remains the subtext in the mind of every parent and teacher who ‘knows’. Today, 

I celebrate these young men and women and I salute their parents. The world truly is, I believe, 

their oyster. Where they wrote letters, shared results and forwarded press photos, I simply 

reproduce some of the original messages, press articles and letters. You can weave the 

themes together from there.  

 

When the full gambit of 2020 results is to hand, DBE, IEB, Cambridge and IB, we will update 

our records. For now, these stories shared should bring you hope to see the way forward, faith 

that with the right decisions and perseverance the end game will play out well, and trust that 

while things are not always clear in the thicket that is early intervention, you are partnered with 

a team at Bellavista that has seen children through for fifty four years. I cannot miss the 

opportunity to commend the fine high schools that commit to include the children and continue 

to build on their foundation. Together, we will achieve the best results possible. I know it. 

 

------------------------------------ 

 

https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/south-africa/2021-02-19-gauteng-pupil-overcomes-

dyslexia-to-get-six-distinctions-in-ieb-matric-exams/ 

 

https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/south-africa/2021-02-19-gauteng-pupil-overcomes-dyslexia-to-get-six-distinctions-in-ieb-matric-exams/
https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/south-africa/2021-02-19-gauteng-pupil-overcomes-dyslexia-to-get-six-distinctions-in-ieb-matric-exams/


Dear Mrs Scott, 

 

I write this to you the day after receiving my matric results - Six 

distinctions. A number simply beyond my wildest dreams, especially 

because as you know it was a struggle to get here. There was a time 

where I didn’t even think I would get a matric, yet here I am.  

 

When I left Bellavista 6 years ago and entered high school I was 

angry, angry that I was different from all my peers who never had to 

attend a remedial school. I was ashamed of my past, and would get 

mad if any family member mentioned the name of my primary school 

- I wanted it out of the existence of my life. But now looking back at it 

I feel nothing but pride and gratitude towards you and the school.  

 

At the start of last year we were taught a concept foreign to the other kids but familiar to us 

Bellavista alumni. We were taught about SMART goals. Something taught to me in grade 2 

was now reiterated 10 years later - meaning that Bellavista was literally 10 years ahead of the 

game. There are other instances such as in my CAT text book that talked about the 

technological concept of ‘training a dragon’ - and described it as a very new technology, yet I 

remember it being a prominent feature in the classroom in grade 4. These are just a few 

instances that made me realize Bellavista’s brilliance. To track back, it was not an easy 

process and I did not flourish right away. My first term report in grade 8 had me at a 59% 

average. My final average was 85% - the best I have ever achieved.  

 

I’m not writing this because I feel like some sort of hero or role model - in fact I’ve never been 

a fan of role models. But I do write in the hope that you share it with others, other kids like me 

who go through life thinking they  trapped in and defined by their learning disabilities. And if I 

can give hope to just one child then all my struggles would have been worth it. Hope that they 

cannot just achieve what I have but achieved more - pushing the limits and removing the 

stigma.  

 

Thank you for playing a pivotal role in my life, as a mentor, guide and educator. I am forever 

grateful to you and Bellavista School for helping me find my view to a better future. 

 

Most sincerely, 

David Gosher  

Proud Bellavista Alumni 

 

Dear Mrs Scott 

 

Sorry it has taken me a few days to reply but I was not going to 

respond with just a thank you so much. There are no words for the 

gratitude I feel towards Bellavista and how instrumental a role the 

school played in ensuring Judd’s success. I will never forget our first 

meeting with Jackie Staniforth where she told my husband and I that 

the sooner Judd starts at Bellavista the sooner his difficulties (of which 

there were many) could be addressed. 



 

I will never forget the relief I felt knowing in my gut that we were making the right decision. His 

first day at school reaffirmed all of this for me when we arrived and met Miriam (a true angel 

😇 and a more competent teacher we could never have wished for) Judd’s confidence 

blossomed in grade 0 and quickly settled into life at Bellavista happily. 

 

Every day that I dropped him off I felt happy and secure that my son was in the best 

environment possible. The love and care that he received from both teachers and therapists 

alike and the teamwork that occurred was invaluable. This would never have occurred at any 

other school. 

 

Grade 1 he had the privilege of having Linda Wetterhahn as his teacher and he continued to 

progress beautifully ,but there was still lots of work to be done. 

 

Bellavista gave Judd the tools to cope with his difficulties and the confidence to know that he 

“can!!!” I was always amazed that as much as the school focused on correcting his difficulties 

,they never stopped reminding Judd of all his strengths. I know had Judd gone to a mainstream 

school only his difficulties would have been highlighted and his out the box thinking not given 

the credit it deserved! He would definitely not have turned into the quietly confident young man 

he is today. Having had the challenges he had made Judd even more determined! He has the 

grit and drive that would not be there had life from the beginning been smooth sailing! This 

has been instrumental in his success! 

  

Alison you run an amazing school and Judd and I are forever grateful for having had the 

privilege of having attended the school for 6 years! The memories are only  happy ones! 

Thank you for guiding us to King David Victory Park when he was ready to mainstream. You 

always gave us the best advice possible! Thank you so much for always caring for Judd even 

when he had left the school. 

 

Forever grateful 

Richard, Karen and Judd 

 

Dear Mrs Scott, 

  

I trust that this finds you well. 

  

We are excited to share with you Mukundi’s results for his matric. He surpassed 

everybody’s  expectations and has obtained a good BD pass.  High school was not easy for 

Mukundi but the Bellavista foundation and the grit developed  stood him in good stead. 

Mukundi is off to film school to do a degree in motion pictures. I thought to share this with you 

and to thank you and the Bellavista team for all you have done for Mukundi and Lusa during 

their time at the school.  Please share this good news and convey our gratitude to your 

colleagues at Bellavista. Lusa continues to  do well at Kyalami Prep. We shall forever cherish 

our stay at Bellavista.  The school holds a special place in our hearts. We are eternally 

grateful  to you and your team. 

- Matodzi Ratshimbilani 



Olivia joined St Stithians Girls’ College in Grade 8 from Bellavista 

School. Olivia has ADHD and dyslexia, which means that Olivia 

experiences significant difficulty with reading, spelling and writing. 

Olivia’s academic journey has been a difficult one from the start. 

However, Olivia has always been open about her academic 

challenges and determined to break down the stigma that is often 

associated with barriers to learning, even telling her story to the 

school during a Chapel service. While she has received much 

support along the way in various means, Olivia’s successes are 

attributable to her own hard work, fierce determination, 

perseverance and above all, a positive attitude. 

Olivia embraced the St Stithians values in her daily life. Director of Academic Support, Mrs 

Megan Trickey, recalls that she was consistently bubbly, polite, kind, empathetic and friendly 

to staff, peers, and everyone she came across. Olivia has a heart for service and has been 

involved with community service and outreach throughout her primary and high school career. 

Olivia was a representative of the Johannesburg Mini City Council during her time at 

Bellavista, advocating for environmental awareness in this forum. She attained her Silver 

President’s Award, which requires candidates to complete 48 hours of community service over 

6 months, as well as undertaking an adventurous journey, development of a skill and a 

physical activity. She participated in mountain biking at the Girls’ College and was an 

enthusastic supporter at many sporting and cultural events.  Olivia was also involved in the 

school’s Spirituality Committee, and elected Vice-Chair in the school’s Grade 11–12 

leadership cycle. In this position, she would often deliver the Bible reading or prayer in school 

assemblies and Chapel services (before these gatherings and on-site schooling were 

suspended). Public speaking can be daunting for so many people but Olivia rose to the 

challenge and bravely tackled reading in front of a crowd with confidence. Her vulnerability 

and courage certainly inspires others.  

 

Olivia is a talented artist and was elected as the Deputy Head of the Art Club. She was 

awarded Cultural Colours in Grade 11 for visual art. She combined her flair for art and the 

desire to raise awareness about dyslexia, culminating in her final Matric practical examination 

artwork, entitled “Turbulence”. It consisted of two paintings (oil paint, chalk paste, and 

fragmented paper on canvas) – one depicting a tropical cyclone in the ocean, the other a 

tornado in a Karoo landscape. They contain lettering with the word “dyslexia” shown 

repeatedly. Familiar insults are contrased with fierce comebacks from Olivia – “waste of time” 

and “stupid child” versus “NO, I’M NOT” – or “never amount to anything” with “YES, I WILL”.  

 

Olivia explained that the water is representative of how she felt when she was unable to cope 

with school workloads: “I often feel like I am drowning and stuck in the continual turbulence of 

the waves. These waves also represent the challenges of dyslexia; at times I do well and ‘get 

a breath’ only to get dragged back under the water.” One of the examiners commented, “This 

was a wonderful interpretation of the challenges of dyslexia and how words are imprinted into 

the neural pathways. Very brave, honest and a reality for many who are struggle with this.” 

Olivia wrote her examinations armed with accommodations and a determined mindset. Her 

results are therefore a huge achievement and testament to Olivia’s resolve to succeed, as well 

as the support that she received from St Stithians, Bellavista and her supportive parents. 



Olivia will be pursueing her talent for visual art this year as she undertakes a degree in graphic 

design at Greenside Design Centre. 

 

  
Olivia’s artworks, “Turbulence” 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Demi Putzinger: We are all incredibly 
proud of your three distinctions and your 
four Bs! Allow this proud feeling to embed 
every cell in your body from the top of your 
head to the tips of your toes. Carry this 

proud feeling .with you. 

Congratulations Tiago Moreira on 
your matric result and gaining access 
to Bachelor degree entrance. What a 
hard year it was but you made it. We 
love you and are so so proud. A huge 
thank you all the St David’s Inanda, 
Bellavista and Pridwin teachers 

🏆🥂 

And just like that another chapter is completed. So proud 
of you Ismail Bulbulia. May Allah Taala continue to 
shower His choicest blessing on you as you start the next 
chapter. Ali Scott. Thank you to Bellavista School and 
Sacred Heart College. 
Samuel Lager: Hebrew 94; LO 90; English 99; Afrikaans 87; Life 
Sci 86; Maths 82; AP English 77; Phys Sci 74. 

 



The dust has settled post much excitement and it’s 

time to say our thank yous to some exceptional 

people who helped Alex achieve his great results.  

 

Thank you to Ali Scott and everyone at Bellavista. 

I don’t think any parent or child can fully 

comprehend what it means to be part of this 

amazing community lead by a phenomenal women 

and head mistress who never really ‘let’s go’ of her 

families, unless you have been part of this 

community.  

 

To his teachers at St Stithians Boys College - thank 

you for taking him to the finish line.  

 

And thank you to my Bellavista moms for their 

friendship and support.  Onwards and upwards we 

go together!! 

 

…Oli did 3 matric subjects (English, Maths Lit and LO). We so chuffed with his results (53, 58, 

73). Lots of credit to you and Bella Vista. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts. Greg. 



 

Nuts and Bolts 

 

Cocurricular 

Tuesday 2 March 2021 sees the resumption of cocurricular sports for Gr4-7; this is a reminder- 

the details of the schedule is already communicated by letter to you. 

 

Times 

From Tuesday 2 March 2021, Grade One finishes their day at 13h00. 

As of Thursday 4 March 2021, Grade Seven finishes their days as follows: Monday, Tuesday 

14h15; Thursday 15h00; Wednesday and Friday 13h30. 

 

Parent Teacher Conferences 

Your child’s team will liaise with you to set up a term end feedback meeting. These run across 

grades from 15 March 2021. In grades R-5, the feedback is verbal, with the written report in 

June. Grades 6-7 receive a written report this term, at the end of March. Note, the meetings 

are all held over ZOOM and commence at 08h00 on the day. The children will not attend 

school on campus on these dates, but will follow a digi-day programme from home. 

 

Enjoy the week, 

Alison M Scott (Mrs) 

Executive Principal  



Advertisements and Notices: 

 

 
The Bellavista Mini Councilors  

 

 

MySchool 

 

  R6,778.13        R5,495.68 

For those that already have a MySchool card, we would love it if you could support Bellavista School. 
You are able to allocate 100% to Bellavista or split the allocation of points to both Bellavista and any 
other school you may wish to support, be at your other children’s school or a less privileged school. 
To update your details please follow this link.   https://www.myschool.co.za/supporter/update/ 
 
For those without a card, you can apply for a new one and choose Bellavista School. Here is the link. 
https://www.myschool.co.za/supporter/apply/ 
 
Please also remember that you can add your MySchool card details on many online shopping 
platforms which support Myschool, such as Zulzi.co.za. You can also update these on your 
Woolworths app. 
 
Please also refer to the Bellavista School app for ease of reference to update your Myschool details.  
 
Your support is appreciated.  
Fulu Makwetla  :  Parents Association  :  Bellavista School 

 

 

Open Day  :  King David Victory Park  :  26th May 2021 
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